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one is surprised at the large (and I mean large) stock of
children's books. One is struck also that the cartons of books
are characteristically well organized and separated into
categories.
Miriam credits her father with instilling in her a love of
literature. Her first book was a collection of Mother Goose
stories given to her in 1948. Books then became a major
part of who she is and contributeg to her mission to bring
reading to those children who are living in poverty with
stress and discomfort.
Miriam Epstein's work has been partially subsidized by
grants that have, unfortunately, recently dried up.
Ultimately, she remains optimistic that the recent shortfall
of funds will be compensated by private contributions. She
is grateful for her network of volunteers who work tirelessly
to deliver books to shelters and schools. Miriam herself is a
meticulous program manager. Her annual report reflects
that every penny of contributions is accounted for. Miriam
Epstein is making a difference in children's lives. It is
particularly fitting that her fine work is highlighted at this
holiday season of giving.
The Willimantic Victorian Neighborhood Association is
proud to have Miriam Stannard Epstein as a member.
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( Focus on WVNA member Miriam Stannard Epstein)

I know .... .1 know ... .I'm already in big trouble. Miriam
Epstein likes to go about her work quietly and without much
notoriety, so I'll have to be prepared for her protest.
However, her work has recently become a subject of interest
to members of the Willimantic Victorian Neighborhood
Association. And here's why. At a recent meeting of the
WVNA Mary Lou DeVivo made an important point. She
suggested that the most important thing we can do for our
Willimantic community is teach our children to read because
reading is the fundamental key to economic development.
She suggested that if a community is not literate it will not
progress. She wondered, "How can people hold jobs and
progress if they can't read?" Members at the meeting agreed,
and also vented their frustrations of not knowing what to
do about the problem.
Well, Miriam Epstein knows what to do. With her home in
Manchester, and her heart in Willimantic she started
volunteering in the late 1980s in homeless shelters and soup
kitchens. She quickly realized that food, clothing, and shelter
are basic to children's welfare and development. As a former
school teacher, Miriam also realized that education and basic
reading skills were the road out of poverty. It was then in
1996 that she formed a group that would have a primary
focus of encouraging children to read. Thus began her
important work of the collection and distribution of books
to young children. Working with a group of dedicated
volunteers and board members, Miriam has provided
thousands of books to young people and encouraged
parents to read with their children. Her organization, "Books
to Dreams," is seen as a viable source that has brought the
love of books and reading to hundreds of children in
Northeast Connecticut.
Miriam is not a stranger to area teachers and legislators.
She was invited to speak ,at the United Nations, and has
helped politicians understand the importance of funding
reading programs. Miriam and her organization are not
merely a repository of books for distribution. She
personalizes the book distribution process by inscribing
each of the books she distributes with a hand written note
to the child. Visiting her home and particularly her garage


